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Museum of Craft and Folk Art presents

The Sensuous Curve

The Influence of Scandinavian Modernists on contemporary California design

Exhibition on view February 9 – April 9, 2006

14 November  2005 – San Francisco, CA:  The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is pleased to present the exhibition The Sensuous Curve, featuring works by masters of Scandinavian Modernism and contemporary designers influenced by their forms. Curated by Kate Eilertsen, the Museum’s Director, the exhibition examines the relationship of Scandinavian Modernist designs with the use of the “sensuous curve” in contemporary fine furniture design. The Sensuous Curve is on view at the new Museum of Craft and Folk Art at 51 Yerba Buena Lane in downtown San Francisco from February 9 through April 9, 2006.

Masters of Scandinavian Modernism (1935-1965), including Arne Jacobsen, Finn Juhl, Nanna Ditzel, Hans Wegner, and Bruno Matheson, captured the rhythm and energy of nature in the lines and textures of their fine work. Evolving out of strong craft traditions and truth to materials, the works of these designers have had great influence on contemporary design concepts. This exhibition will look at works from these Masters, alongside contemporary designers and furniture makers who are admittedly influenced by them — Yves Behar, Brian Kane, Alan Fleming, Donald Fortescue, Erik Pfeiffer, and Christopher Weiss. The selected designers are representative of both industrial and product design (Yves Behar, Brian Kane, and Eric Pfeiffer) and furniture makers (Alan Fleming, Donald Fortescue, and Christopher Weiss) who took inspiration from the Scandinavian Modernists. 

The Sensuous Curve is presented in conjunction with concurrent exhibitions and programs highlighting Scandinavian art at San Francisco State University and at San Francisco International Airport.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art and the Museum’s Gallery Store are located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, connecting Market and Mission Street between 3rd and 4th Street in San Francisco’s Yerba Buena Gardens arts district. The Museum and Store are open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11am to 7pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum’s galleries is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission. Admission to the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors.

For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  

— For more information, visit www.mocfa.org —

