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San Francisco’s

Museum of Craft and Folk Art presents

Simply Shaker: The Ben and Toby Rose Collection of Shaker Arts and Crafts
August 15—November 2, 2008
23 May 2008 -- San Francisco, CA: The Museum of Craft and Folk Art presents Simply Shaker: The Ben and Toby Rose Collection of Shaker Arts and Crafts, an exhibition that highlights masterpieces of Shaker furniture, and includes objects broadly representing Shaker life and Shaker style. Simply Shaker features nearly 75 objects comprised of furniture, household objects, tools and equipment, textiles, and graphics that embody Shaker simplicity and purity of design. As noted Shaker historian and curator June Sprigg observed, “the most appealing thing about Shaker design is its optimism.” Simply Shaker: The Ben and Toby Rose Collection of Shaker Arts and Crafts will be on view at the Museum of Craft and Folk Art at 51 Yerba Buena Lane in downtown San Francisco from August 15, 2008 through November 2, 2008.  For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.

The Exhibition

The Ben and Toby Rose Collection of Shaker Arts and Crafts is a comprehensive collection of furniture and objects broadly representing Shaker life and Shaker style, with highlights of particularly iconic objects. 
A result of the couple’s tradition of extensive collecting and restoration projects beginning in the mid-1960s, the collection grew commensurate with Rose’s interest in learning about the work of the Shakers. Over the years, the collection became recognized as one of the foremost private collections of Shaker furniture and artifacts. It has been visited by groups including the American Decorative Arts Forum, the Furniture History Society (of the Victoria and Albert Museum in London), the Walpole Society, major donor groups from Winterthur and the Nelson Atkins Museum, and it has been featured in several magazine articles including the Magazine Antiques.

Visitors will have the opportunity to learn how Shakers lived through the objects they created: furniture, household objects, tools and equipment, textiles and textile equipment, and graphics. The majority of works featured in Simply Shaker are considered to be masterpieces of Shaker furniture made between the years of 1820-1860. The Museum Store will feature contemporary artists Shaker-inspired works, as well, other Shaker-related goods you can take home with you.

Background

America's oldest experiment in utopian, communal living, the United Society of Believers movement was founded by Ann Lee (1736—1784), who, with a small band of followers, emigrated to America from England in 1774. From New York they traveled north, buying land near Albany; by 1781 they were established enough to undertake a mission to New England. After Mother Ann’s death, subsequent leaders spread the faith throughout New England and as far west as Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky. The society reached its apogee of about 6,000 members just before the Civil War and then slowly went into decline. Yet the Shakers have lasted longer and gained more fame than any other utopian community this country has produced. Shaker design continues to influence architects, artists, furniture makers, and product designers around the world.
Opening reception: Thursday August 14, 2008, 5-7pm

For 25 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco, including Bank of America, Richard Essey, Foundation Source, Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, Walter & Elise Haas Fund, Gertrud and Harold Parker, and Sato Foundation. The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art and the Museum’s Gallery Store are located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, connecting Market and Mission Street between 3rd and 4th Street in San Francisco’s Yerba Buena Gardens arts district.  The Museum and Store are open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission to the Museum’s galleries is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission; free admission is offered to everyone on Tuesday. Admission to the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors. For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.







