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Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections Inaugurates new Museum of Craft & Folk Art downtown location
December 3, 2005– January 29, 2006

Museum on the move to Yerba Buena Lane in downtown San Francisco

21 September, 2005 -- San Francisco, CA:  San Francisco’s Museum of Craft & Folk Art celebrates the opening of its new downtown location with the exhibition Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections, featuring outstanding and seldom seen works from some of the Bay Area’s finest private collections. The inaugural exhibition at the Museum’s new location at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, Folk Art for the Soul is a feast of visual treasures, from fanciful creations to functional objects, selected by Carole Austin, former curator of the Museum, and Ted Cohen, renowned local exhibition designer. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art officially opens the doors to its new exhibition space and Gallery Store on Saturday, December 3, 2005, with a free public reception from 10am to 5pm. Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections is on view from December 3, 2005, through January 29, 2006.  For information, visit www.mocfa.org.

“Our inaugural exhibition showcases the discriminating eye of Bay Area folk art collectors. It will expand the definition of folk art and encourage the appreciation of art from cultures past and present,” said Kate Eilertsen, Director of the Museum of Craft and Folk Art. “With this panoramic view of folk art from around the world, combined with the exemplary contemporary crafts in the Museum’s Gallery Store, we have an opportunity to demonstrate clearly how folk art, contemporary craft and contemporary art are all part of the same continuum.”

Folk Art for the Soul offers a taste of the scope and variety of the fine collections of folk art gathered by Bay Area connoisseurs, and allows viewers to connect with the hands and heart of the creators of these objects. Highlights of the exhibition include a pair of heavy wooden doors from Tibet, painted with snarling tigers; a jazzy improvisational quilt by local artist Rosie Lee Tompkins, who was recently included in the Whitney Biennial; and a customized coffin from Ghana sporting an elephant head. 

The new Museum of Craft and Folk Art in the vibrant Yerba Buena arts district features an elegantly designed museum space for exhibitions and public programs, high quality contemporary crafts available for purchase in the Museum’s Gallery Store, expanded technological capabilities to augment the presentation of folk art and craft, well-equipped curatorial and administrative offices, and close proximity to neighborhood museums, Union Square hotels and shopping, and convenient public transportation.

The Museum and Gallery Store will be open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11am to 7 pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 10 am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum’s galleries is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission. (Admission to the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors.)

For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that reach across lines to inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.

— For more information, visit www.mocfa.org —
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