[image: image1.png]Museum
of

craft
and
FolkArt



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact: Karin Nelson, Exhibitions Manager

(415) 227-4888, ext. 11 // knelson@mocfa.org
For photographs, contact: Kara Van de Water, Ten Speed Press

(510) 559-1600, ext. 3054 // kara@tenspeed.com 
The Art of Gaman
November 2, 2006 – February 25, 2007

San Francisco, CA:  On November 2 the Museum of Craft and Folk Art is opening an unprecedented exhibition showcasing arts and crafts made by Japanese Americans while incarcerated in U.S. internment camps during World War II. Based on the book The Art of Gaman (Ten Speed Press) by San Francisco author Delphine Hirasuna, the exhibition will feature many objects never shown to the public. A large majority of the 100+ items on display are on loan from former internees and their families. The impressive craftsmanship and originality of the internees’ handiwork plus the tremendous variety of objects make this exhibition amazing to experience. The Art of Gaman will be on view at the Museum 

of Craft and Folk Art at 51 Yerba Buena Lane in downtown San Francisco from November 2, 2006 through February 25, 2007. 

Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the entire Japanese American population on the West Coast, which represented 90% of all ethnic Japanese living in the United States, was forcibly evacuated and imprisoned in ten inland concentration camps for the duration of the war.  Given just one week to settle their affairs and report to the camps with only what they could carry, the 120,000 Japanese American evacuees (two-thirds of whom were American citizens by birth) suffered devastating losses from which many never recovered.  
Once locked behind barbed wire, the internees tried to gaman (bear the seemingly unbearable with dignity and patience).  Housed in tar-paper covered barracks furnished with nothing more than metal cots, the internees used scraps and found materials to fashion furniture and beautify their surroundings. Arts and crafts became essential for simple creature comforts and emotional survival.  In addition to chairs and tables, they created toys and games for amusement, musical instruments, pendants and pins, purses and ornamental displays. For decades, these objects have remained largely forgotten, not even valued by the individual who made them. Created by people who did not view themselves as artists but saw their effort as both an act of necessity and a way to pass the time, the objects were stored in garages once the war was over–and many things were simply thrown away. 
In mounting this exhibition, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art is educating a new generation of Americans about the internment experience through showing some of these remaining objects and putting them in their historical context through photographs from the era, a media presentation running in the gallery, Japanese American docents who were interned as young people, and a hands-on workshop with an art activity that simulates the deprivation of the internment experience.

In developing her book, Hirasuna contacted countless individuals in the Japanese American community on the West Coast to gather the items one by one. Many of the artifacts shown in her book will be on display at the Museum, along with other objects gathered specifically for this show with the support of the Japanese American Citizens League, San Francisco Chapter. Several other organizations including the Special Collections Library at California State University in Sacramento, the National Japanese American Historical Society, the Japanese American Museum of San Jose, and other entities have loaned artifacts.  The exhibition is funded in part by the California Civil Liberties Public Education Project (CCLPEP), a program of the California State Library.
Hirasuna is co-curating the exhibition with Museum  staff.  Kit Hinrichs, a partner in the international design firm, Pentagram, who designed the book The Art of Gaman, will serve as design director for the exhibition, and nationally known photographer Terry Heffernan, who photographed the objects for the book, will contribute images to the show. 

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art and the Museum’s Gallery Store are located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, connecting Market and Mission Streets between 3rd and 4th Streets in San Francisco’s Yerba Buena Gardens arts district. The Museum and Store are open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11am to 6pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 11am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum’s gallery is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission; the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors. For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.

For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the Grants for the Arts/Hotel Tax Fund of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  
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