[image: image1.png]I/

Museum
of

Craft
and

Folk Art

51 Yerba Buena Lane
San Francisco
California 94103

TEL 415-227-4888
FAX 415-227-4351

www.mocfa.org





Media Contacts: David Perry & Associates / David Perry
(415) 693-0583 // cell: (415) 412-2496 // news@davidperry.com

Museum of Craft and Folk Art poised to move to new downtown location in San Francisco’s Yerba Buena Gardens

Free Public Opening on Saturday, December 3, 2005, 10am to 5pm

Museum Store opens on Friday, November 25

11 November 2005 -- San Francisco, CA:   This month, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art in San Francisco moves downtown to the center of what Newsweek Magazine called “the most concentrated arts district west of the Hudson”: Yerba Buena Gardens. When The Museum of Craft and Folk Art opens the doors to its new location at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, it will serve as a cultural link between the many institutions of the vibrant neighborhood.

NOTE FOR MEDIA: Members of the press are invited to preview the new Museum of Craft and Folk Art space at a private reception Wednesday, November 30 from 5pm --7pm.

“We are the tie that binds,” said Kate Eilertsen, the Museum's Executive Director. Eilertsen, known for her stewardship of nonprofits in transition, has spearheaded the Museum's move from its long-time Fort Mason location to its stunning new space at Yerba Buena. “The realm of craft and folk art is in a very real way a 'link' between cultures from around the world and generations past and present. With this awesome new location, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art will be able to easily weave the tales of people near and far.” 

The new Museum of Craft and Folk Art features an elegantly designed museum space for exhibitions and public programs. The inaugural exhibition in the Museum’s galleries, “Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections,” showcases an international array of works on loan from stellar collections from throughout the Bay Area. 

The Museum’s Gallery Store, offering high quality contemporary crafts by established and emerging artists working locally and internationally, opens on Friday, November 25. Featured artist for the Store’s opening is sculptor and wood turner Bruce Mitchell of Point Reyes. Revelers at the Yerba Buena Holiday Stroll on Saturday, November 26, are also invited to stop by the Museum’s Gallery Store and view the exquisite works available for purchase.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art previews its new space at two private receptions for major donors, media and members on the following days:

* Wednesday, November 30 from 5-7 PM: VIP Reception for major donors and lenders.

* Friday, December 2, an all-day Members’ Preview from 11am -- 7pm.

 The Museum of Craft and Folk Art opens its doors to the public with free admission and special events on Saturday, December 3, from 10am to 5pm. 
The new Museum of Craft and Folk Art is located on Yerba Buena Lane, downtown San Francisco’s newest pedestrian walkway linking Mission and Market Streets between 3rd and 4th Streets, close to Union Square hotels and shopping, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, the new Museum of the African Diaspora, and other museums and cultural institutions.  Immediately across from the Museum of Craft and Folk Art will be the new Jewish Museum and Jessie Square Park. The Museum's new space is actually part of the west façade for the San Francisco Marriott.

It is anticipated that the Museum’s highly visible storefront space will expand audiences significantly by its location within the vibrant Yerba Buena arts district and close proximity to Union Square, attracting tourists and convention visitors who otherwise might not visit the Museum’s exhibitions and Gallery Store, and by the convenience of nearby public transportation.

The Museum and Gallery Store will be open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11am to 7pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum’s galleries is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission. (Admission to the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors.)

For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  

— For more information, visit www.mocfa.org —

