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FIAT LUX:  Randy Colosky New Works
November 11, 2011—March 10, 2012

November 28, 2011—The Museum of Craft and Folk Art (MOCFA) opened its new exhibition of genre-defying newly commissioned work “FIAT LUX: Randy Colosky New Work” to a packed house on Thursday November 10.  The show is curated by Natasha Boas and Jennifer McCabe and generously supported by The Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts.

MOCFA is proud to present site-specific commissions by Bay-Area conceptual artist Randy Colosky which includes four major sculptural installations, several drawings, paintings and an architectural intervention in a range of media from recycled paper, to brick, to reflecting gazing metal balls, to aluminum shower tubes and industrial plastic rubber coating. 

The artist works with exacting physicality using commonplace and industrial materials altering the standard functions of traditional craftsman processes with a strong emphasis on the architectonic.  Delving deeply into the character of materials, he dissects their codes and activates them with new ideas and associations.  Colosky comments “The sense of discovery in my work comes through pushing the limits of humble materials. For example, the engineered ceramic piece “Barbican” is made of a material that is manufactured for purely industrial purposes but has some unique optical and sculptural properties that offer an opportunity for the viewer to personally connect with the work beyond any theoretical concepts.”
MOCFA curators Natasha Boas and Jennifer McCabe continue “Randy Colosky’s practice is both conceptual and material-driven.  Informed by theories from the domains of science and philosophy, Colosky probes the hidden properties of utilitarian and cast-off materials. Many of the works revolve around structures of repetition, tension, containment and the unorthodox possibilities of sculptural transformation. Colosky’s work brings to mind David Ireland’s practice, but it is also strongly influenced by the minimalists such as Richard Long and Jon McCracken. Colosky freely incorporates anything within his intellectual and physical reach. Subtle, thought provoking and often witty, the work subverts received definitions of craft, art and design.  FIAT LUX challenges assumptions, all the while hovering around universal ideas of spirituality and transcendence.”

In Kenneth Baker’s enthusiastic review for the Chronicle on Thursday November 24, 2011 entitled “The restless physicality of Oakland's Colosky, “the art critic argues, “Another Shape of Things to Come - Part 2" makes a quirky revision of minimal sculpture. It arrays regular steel forms, but not polyhedrons, spheres - form that the minimalists for some reason avoided.  Colosky sometimes appears to want us to read clearly the fabrication process and logic of his pieces.  (…)  Perhaps the "conceptual artist" label fits Colosky after all. On the evidence of this show, he has been investigating the ways ideas get projected into and extracted from forms and techniques, whether we dignify them with the term "art" or not.”

FIAT LUX is generously supported by the Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts, the Fleishhacker Foundation, and the Zellerbach Family Foundation. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is supported by Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, The Walter and Elise Haas Fund, Gertrud and Harold Parker, The Sato Foundation, Museum members, and friends. 

Related programs:
Artist Talk with Randy Colosky

Saturday February 4, 2pm
MAKE IT@MOCFA 

2nd Saturdays of the month, 2-4pm

CRAFT BAR with ETSY LABS @ MOCFA

First Thursday of the month, 6-8pm

A vibrant and dynamic after-hours collective crafting environment
FREE STUDENT FRIDAYS!

For the duration of the exhibition, every Friday MOCFA offers free admission for all students. 
Fiat Lux: Randy Colosky New Works is generously supported by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the Fleishhacker Foundation, and Zellerbach Family Foundation. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is supported by Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, The Walter and Elise Haas Fund, Gertrud and Harold Parker, The Sato Foundation, Museum members, and friends. 

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, San Francisco, California. Museum hours are Wednesday-Saturday 11am – 6pm (Closed Sunday-Tuesday). Admission is $5 for general public, $4 for seniors, (62 and over) and FREE for Museum of Craft and Folk Art Members. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is wheelchair accessible. For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.
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