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Museum of Craft and Folk Art cuts ribbon 

at new Yerba Buena Lane location 

Opening Ceremony features two announcements:

naming of “Harold & Gertrude Parker Gallery” 

& 

“Glenn & Gabriella Isaacson Artists Salon Series”

“Folk Art for the Soul” is first exhibition at new downtown San Francisco site

30 November 2005 -- San Francisco, CA:   Tonight amidst a gala crowd and swirling spotlights, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art ( www.mocfa.org) cut the ribbon to its new downtown San Francisco gallery and store in the midst of Yerba Buena Gardens, the urban oasis which Newsweek Magazine has called “the most concentrated arts district west of the Hudson.  As part of the gala opening, a special honor was announced tonight: the naming of the Museum's main exhibition space as the Harold & Gertrude Parker Gallery in recognition of the couple's $100,000 gift and in honor of the Museum's founder, Gertrude Parker.  Also announced tonight were plans for the Museum's new monthly featured artist salon, taking place on “First Thursday” evenings, San Francisco's traditional gallery-hopping event.  Inaugurating the Glenn & Gabrilla Isaacson Artist Salon Series on January 5, 2006 will be Marin artist Bruce Mitchell whose work is currently featured in the Museum Store & Gallery.  Next up on February 2 will be Oakland artist Susannah Israel.  

“It's been a short and exciting road -- nine months exactly,” said Kate Eilertsen, the Museum's Executive Director. Eilertsen, known for her stewardship of nonprofits in transition, has spearheaded the Museum's move from its long-time Fort Mason location to its new space at Yerba Buena. “Without the philanthropy of people such as Harold and Gertrude Parker, the generosity of Millennium Partners Developers, and the foresight of the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency in making sure that Yerba Buena came to be this cultural crossroads, we wouldn't be standing here tonight.  It's a day to say thanks and to celebrate.” 

The new Museum of Craft and Folk Art features an elegantly designed museum space for exhibitions and public programs. The inaugural exhibition in the Museum’s galleries, “Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections,” showcases an international array of works on loan from stellar collections from throughout the Bay Area. 
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art opens its doors to the public with free admission and special events on Saturday, December 3, from 10am to 5pm. 
The new Museum of Craft and Folk Art is located on Yerba Buena Lane, downtown San Francisco’s newest pedestrian walkway linking Mission and Market Streets between 3rd and 4th Streets, close to Union Square hotels and shopping, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, the new Museum of the African Diaspora, and other museums and cultural institutions.  Immediately across from the Museum of Craft and Folk Art will be the new Jewish Museum and Jessie Square Park. The Museum's new space is actually part of the west façade for the San Francisco Marriott.

It is anticipated that the Museum’s highly visible storefront space will expand audiences significantly by its location within the vibrant Yerba Buena arts district and close proximity to Union Square, attracting tourists and convention visitors who otherwise might not visit the Museum’s exhibitions and Gallery Store, and by the convenience of nearby public transportation.
The Museum and Gallery Store will be open Tuesdays through Fridays, from 11am to 7pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum’s galleries is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 are free. Museum members enjoy free admission. (Admission to the Museum’s Gallery Store is always free for all visitors.)
For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  

— For more information, visit www.mocfa.org —

