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Works by wood artist Bruce Mitchell inaugurate 

Featured Artist Series in Museum Store & Gallery of new Museum of Craft and Folk Art 

Marin artist’s works highlighted in Store through January 6, 2006

15 December 2005 -- San Francisco, CA: The Museum Store & Gallery of the new Museum of Craft and Folk Art (www.mocfa.org) in Yerba Buena Gardens has inaugurated its Featured Artist Series, highlighting the work of a contemporary craft artist.  First in the Series is Marin artist Bruce Mitchell, showing elegant wood vessels, furnishings, and abstract sculptural forms. Mitchell’s works are featured in the Museum Store & Gallery through January 6, 2006. The Museum’s new Glenn & Gabrilla Isaacson Artist Salon Series kicks off on January 5 when Bruce Mitchell discusses the making of his work. 

Bruce Mitchell uses wood from salvaged logs and burls of redwood, walnut, buckeye, bay laurel and other indigenous trees. The extraordinary range of colors, grain structure and tactile shapes of these found materials provide an enormous palette of inspiration for Mitchell’s lathe-turned vessels and chainsaw-carved benches, tables and abstract forms.

Mitchell has been working with wood for over thirty years. At the age of 19, he began working for wood sculptor J. B. Blunk as a technical assistant on public and private commissions, including two environmental-scale redwood seating sculptures: one commissioned for the 1969 opening of The Oakland Museum, and the other installed in 1977 at Greens Restaurant at San Francisco’s Fort Mason Center. After eight years of inspired tutelage from Mr. Blunk, Mitchell established his own studio in 1978.

Mitchell’s work is shown nationally in galleries and museums, and is included in many important private and public collections, including the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution, The Oakland Museum, The High Museum of Art in Atlanta, Detroit Art Institute and Yale University Museum of Art.

The Museum Store & Gallery, showcasing the work of contemporary American and international crafts artists, occupies 530 square feet of storefront retail space at the entrance to the new Museum of Craft and Folk Art at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, in the heart of San Francisco’s museum, shopping, and entertainment district. Yerba Buena Lane is downtown San Francisco’s newest pedestrian walkway, linking Mission and Market Streets between 3rd and 4th Streets, along the east façade of the San Francisco Marriott Hotel.

Next up in the Featured Artist Series, beginning February 2, is Susannah Israel of Oakland.  The inaugural exhibition in the Museum of Craft and Folk Art galleries, “Folk Art for the Soul from Bay Area Collections,” showcases an international array of works on loan from stellar collections from throughout the Bay Area. 
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art and its Museum Store & Gallery are open Tuesdays through Fridays, 11am to 7pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 5pm. Admission to the Museum Store is always free. Admission to the Museum is $5; $4 for seniors; children under 18 and Museum members are free. 

For 24 years, the Museum of Craft and Folk Art has provided the Bay Area with unique exhibitions and educational programs that inspire a variety of ethnically diverse communities.  As the only folk art museum in Northern California, The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is known for its rich offering of focused and unique exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art and craft from around the world, its highly regarded Folk Art in the Schools program that reaches 10,000 elementary and middle-school students per year, and its support for contemporary craft and folk artists through its exhibitions, educational programs, and publications.

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is a private, non-profit 501(c)3, membership-driven museum that receives support from members, donors, foundations, and the City of San Francisco.  The Museum’s move to Yerba Buena Lane has received support from Millennium Partners and the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency.  

— For more information, visit www.mocfa.org —

