FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[image: image1.png]I/

Museum
of

Craft
and

Folk Art

51 Yerba Buena Lane
San Francisco
California 94103

TEL 415-227-4888
FAX 415-227-4351

www.mocfa.org




Media Contact:

Jennifer McCabe, jmccabe@mocfa.org
415.227.4888 ext 14

E is for Everyone: Celebrating Sister Corita

February 4—June 5, 2011

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art features seminal works from the 
radical 1960s artist, teacher, nun, Sister Corita

www.mocfa.org

February 14, 2011—San Francisco, CA: The Museum of Craft and Folk (www.mocfa.org) is proud to present an exhibition celebrating the life and influence of Sister Corita Kent. E is for Everyone: Celebrating Sister Corita (February 4—June 5, 2011) presents a vibrant selection of work by the legendary artist and teacher Sister Corita Kent (1918-1986) to mark the 25th anniversary of her death. Included in the selection will be such iconic images as Power Up (1965), Tender (1964) and American Sampler (1969).  Considered a West-Coast Pop artist whose artistic practice was unconventional and unclassifiable, Sister Corita had an innovative penchant for blurring the boundaries between disparate art forms.


This exhibition explores Corita’s influence as a charismatic teacher at the renowned Immaculate Heart College Art Department in Hollywood, CA, which attracted poets, inventors, filmmakers, designers and cultural luminaries such as Buckminster Fuller and John Cage in the 1960s. The focus of the exhibition is on 21 seminal serigraph works from the 60s as well as Corita’s close personal and working relationship with Charles and Ray Eames explored through selected films, interviews, Library of Congress correspondence and prints from the Eames Office in Los Angeles and on loan from Lucia Eames, Charles Eames’ daughter. 

The exhibition also includes three new works commissions related to Sister Corita’s legacy. First, a unique collaboration with Creative Growth, Oakland, entitled “Create/Relate” comprised of a limited edition of Art Boxes using Corita’s original serigraphs embellished by the Creative Growth artists; second, a re-make of Corita’s ‘Rules’ as a mural by S.F. based artist Jenifer Wofford; and third, a video by award-winning filmmaker Arthur Bradford on the Creative Growth “Create/Relate” workshop, which took place in January 2011. The exhibition also includes two films: “Primary Colors: The Story of Corita” by Jeffrey Hayden, 1991 and “Become a Microscope: 90 Statements on Sister Corita” by Aaron Rose 2009.

Sister Corita Kent was known for delighting in the “commonplace” and for creating serigraphs for wide distribution, gleaning from urban advertising, pop culture, song lyrics and literary writings. Her images are imbued with spiritual and political potency reflecting her commitment to social justice and her delight in the world of art-making. Curator Natasha Boas remarks: “Most likely predating Andy Warhol and certainly Punk and computer graphics, Corita’s work is regarded today as inherently contemporary, bridging the divide between public service and self-expression, social practice, craft and design. Not only do such artists as Ed Ruscha, Mike Kelly and Pae White express evidence of Corita’s influence, but a large group of 20-something acolytes are just discovering her work now. It is our great pleasure to show her work as part of a series of exhibitions around the world to commemorate Corita during 2011.”

Sister Corita was predominately active in California during the 1960’s and 70’s. In an exhibition entitled “Passion for the Possible” (April 2008), curator Aaron Rose of the famed Beautiful Losers documentary, frames Corita’s work as “a surprising facet of urban pop art (especially in conjunction with street art and all of its subversive implications), specifically her obsessive print-making efforts.  Sister Corita, a one-time Catholic nun, is punk.”

Actually, Sister Corita was more of a radical than her sanctified vocation avowed and she ultimately left the church after being labeled “a guerilla with a paintbrush.” Corita left the Church in 1969, only to be diagnosed with cancer in the early 1970’s and given six months to live. She didn’t succumb to her illness for another seven years, but she nonetheless began an intense period of artistic production immediately following her diagnosis designing posters and billboards for Share, the International Walk for Hunger, Physicians for Social Responsibility, and Amnesty International.

The Boston Gas tank on the Southeast Expressway still bears her famous 150-foot rainbow swash, which is a similar to her design for the 1985 Love Stamp. On September 18, 1986 Corita finally lost her battle with cancer and died at a friend's home. Her work has been revived in two major publications: “Come Alive! The Spirited Art of Sister Corita” by Julie Ault (Four Corners Books, 2006) and “Learning by Heart” by Jan Steward and Corita Kent  (Allsworth Press, second edition, 2008) and included in a series of recent exhibitions such as “Power Up: Female Pop Artists” (November 4, 2010-February 20, 2011) at the Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Austria and “Seductive Subversion: Women Pop Artists, 1958-1968” (October 15, 2010-January 9, 2011) at the Brooklyn Museum.

OPENING | Thursday February 3, 6-8pm

Member and Press Preview, 5-6pm

CRAFT BAR: LOVE CORITA     

Thursday February 3, 6-8pm 

CRAFT BAR and the opening reception converge in a Corita-themed valentine project and opening celebration. Corita imagery is used to make stationary and envelopes. Processes may include rubber stamp, Gocco printing, embossing and letterpress printing. Guests create Valentines to take with them.      

CRAFT BAR: CORITA MASHUP  

Thursday May 5, 2011, 6-8pm 

A Corita silkscreen printing project. Screens are prepared with iconic 60's era Corita imagery. Inks are prepared to match period colors.  Guests are invited to create overlapping layers of silkscreen prints on paper (posters) and fabric (t-shirts / tote-bags).  

Make It @ MOCFA

2nd Saturday of the Month, 11-1pm
(February 12; March 12; April 9; May 14)
Join artists, makers, and instructors who lead family-friendly activities designed in conjunction with the exhibition: make an original artwork and take it home! All ages welcome, from 5 to 95.

Special thanks to the Corita Art Center, Sasha Carrera, The Eames Office and Lucia Eames, Creative Growth, Oakland, Jennifer Strate O’Neill, Aaron Rose, Adam Katz, Arthur Bradford, Dina Pugh, Melissa Castillo, MOCFA staff and friends. 
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is generously supported by The Compton Foundation, Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, The Walter and Elise Haas Fund, Gertrud and Harold Parker, The San Francisco Foundation, The Sato Foundation, Museum members, and friends. 

The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, San Francisco, California. Museum hours are Wednesday-Saturday 11am – 6pm (Closed Sunday-Tuesday). Admission is $5 for general public, $4 for seniors, (62 and over) and FREE for Museum of Craft and Folk Art Members. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is wheelchair accessible. For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.
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