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Wrapping Traditions: Korean Textiles Now

June 17-October 22, 2011

THE KOREAN BOJAGI FOLK ART OF WRAPPING IN CONTEMPORARY FORM

Curated by Chunghie Lee

April 11, 2011—The Museum of Craft and Folk Art (mocfa.org) is proud to present a unique exhibition of contemporary textiles from June 17-October 23, 2011 featuring over 65 works by international artists who are interpreting the traditional Korean textile Bojagi in innovative ways.

Bojagi (Bo-Jah-ki) or traditional Korean wrapping cloths were once used in formal ceremonies and daily activities in Korea. Similar to American quilting and patchwork, traditional Bojagi was made from leftover pieces of cloths or papers, which were elaborately embroidered together and was a primarily non- professional activity, engaged in by women in a folk art tradition.  Function determined the form and the result often created beautiful abstract patterns.

Bojagi were made to protect and to decorate items and gifts wrapped inside them as alternatives to boxes and chests.  Bojagi stored precious objects, clothing, bedding and covered food in the home. Although this folkloric custom continues in the country, today, the craft of Bojagi has had a great influence on contemporary artists from Korea and around the world. 

Wrapping Traditions: Korean Textiles Now brings together contemporary artists from Korea, and ten other countries that are inspired by this Korean folk art. Unlike the traditional form, contemporary Bojagi varies in medium, size, and functions to create a new meaning that transcends borders. Wrapping Traditions explores both traditional Bojagi, and its multiple reinterpretations in contemporary art. 

Korean born curator Chunghie Lee is a fiber artist, lecturer and writer. She is adjunct faculty in the textile department at the Rhode Island School of Design and her exhibition “Bojagi and Beyond” was shown in conjunction with the Cheongju International Craft Biennale in 2007 and the European Patchwork Meeting in Alsace, France in 2010.

An opening reception for the exhibition will be held Thursday June 16, 6-8pm, and a press/member preview from 5-6pm.

-continued-

Participating Korean Artists 
강현숙 HyunSook Gang
김옥현 OkHyun Kim
김영순 YongSoon Kim
김영자 Youngja Kim


김지은 Jeeun Kim
민숙현 SukHyun Min
박경희 KyoungHee Park
박영란 YoungLan Park
박향숙 Hyangsook Park
류금희 Kumhee Ryu
오순희 Soonhee Oh
유미강 MeKang You
이복희 Bokhee Lee
이성순 Dr. SungSoon Lee
이소라 Sora Lee
이은실 Eunsil Lee
이은지 EunJi Lee
이지영 Ji Young Lee
장연순 YeonJoon Chang 
장혜홍 HaeHong Chang
정현 Hyun Jung
정예금 YeaGeum Jung
허인렬 InYul Heo
함정숙 JungSook Ham
이풍미 PoongMe Lee
오승아 Seung-AhOh

김정임 ChungIm Kim

김형주 HyungJoo Kim
이미경 Mikyung Lee
이은숙 EunSook Lee
이지선 Jiseon Lee Isbara
Participating International Artists
Risa Benson, USA
Leonie Castelino, USA
Nancy Crasco, USA
Alie Dijk-Hartlief, Netherlands
Gerder Gudsdottir, Iceland
Karen Hampton, USA
Judy Harmony, USA
Armi Heikkinen-Daum, Swiss
Alice Hill, USA
Patti King, USA
Karin Kunori, Japan
Sharon Lin, USA
Hanne Lukka, Finland
Ruth Marchess, USA 
Alicia Merrett, United Kingdom
Nami Minaki, Japan
Kirsi Niinimäki, Finland
Lyn Nixon, Australia
Caterine O’Leary, Australia
Marianne Penberthy, Australia
Dr. Yolanda Sanchez, USA
Barbara Shapiro, USA
Dr. Mary Ruth Smith, USA
Robi Szalay, Australia
Elizabeth Wassermann, Swiss

JinSook So, Sweden 

Jinja Kim Woollard, USA

Kuzina Cheng, Canada

Elisabeth Schubel, Canada
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is generously supported by Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, The Walter and Elise Haas Fund, Gertrud and Harold Parker, The Sato Foundation, Museum members, and friends. 
The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is located at 51 Yerba Buena Lane, San Francisco, California. Museum hours are Wednesday-Saturday 11am – 6pm (Closed Sunday-Tuesday). Admission is $5 for general public, $4 for seniors, (62 and over) and FREE for Museum of Craft and Folk Art Members. The Museum of Craft and Folk Art is wheelchair accessible. For more information call (415) 227-4888 or visit www.mocfa.org.
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